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HF deſign of the following wor « is, to collect from the beſt authorities the 
I ‚hiſtories of ſuch perſonages as have, in every period, contributed by their 
wiſdom or valour to ſecure or extend the natural rights of mankind. IIIS TOR, 
rich <vith the ſpoils of time, has unrolled her ample page, and held out to our view thiar 


noble ſtruggles for ircedom, their diſplays of virtue, and the ſhocking extremitics 


of vice and profligacy, which they had eourage to oppoſe. By their efforts we ſec, 


that in proportion as the rights of humanity are aſcertained, and the principles ot 


freedom ditluſed in government, the happineſs ot each individual is promoted; the 


turbulent and rapacious are effectually reitrained, and the deſtructive conſequences | 


of ignorance and dilorder prevented. Many ot cheſe great men died in the conteſt, 
_ Pleaſed in leaving to poſterity an hap »inels acquired b their own private calamities. 


II The lives of painters, poets, - philoſophers, and religious retormers, have been 
ſeverally collect᷑ed; even the ſtage has not been overiooked. We have ſeen an in- 
duſtrious compilation, containing the lives of the mott confiderable actors, and 
dramatic writers. It is therefore ſurprizing, that the general hiſtory of the world. 
has not yet been reſorted to, in order to do juſtice to the memories of thoſe great 
men, who moſt richlv deſerve our admiration ; as they have food forth in a caufe, 


In which all mankind are cqually interetted, „5 1 5 8 
Can there be a portion gleaned irom the extenſive fielas of hiſtory, ſo entertain- 


ing, inſtructing, or important, as recording the actions of thoſe diſtinguiſned few, 
that have diſplayed /7ge dignity of wind; unſcduced by the falſe glare of ambition, 
or the prevailing views of ſelf intereſt? Men, who have tacrinced their eate and 
wealth, and met pain, opprefion, torture, and baniſhment ; men who have been 
torn from the deareſt ties ot triendthip and of blood, and ſuffered even death felt, = 


in ſupport of the great intereſts oi humanity, 


company the hero wading through. fields oi laughter, where every delicate lecling 


ſuffers in the general cernage. Let him not accompany the ſtateſman thruugh all - 
the intricacies of the cabinet, where wiſdom, fortitude, eloquence, agnity of cha 
racter, and the indiſpenſible obligations of virtue, are too frequently projtinuted o 


the deſtructive views of ſtate- policy. Neither let him vifit men of ſcience in their 


reeluſe employments, where he will often ſee pride and perſonal reientment guide 
the pen, which a diſintereſted love of truth alone ſhould have directed. Let him 
contemplate rather thoſe ſuperior ſpirits, who have handed down to the lateſt ages 
the knowledge and potieſſion of 2a? which is the foundation of all happiness the 


permanent eſtabliſnment of the freedom he enjoys. 


Nor are the hiſtorical events, which ſuch a work relates, leſs intereſting and 
important, than the characters are illuſtrious. The moit eventtul periods of time 


are molt favourable 16 the growth and expanſion of public ſpirit; and the Wildom 


which conducts the fecrers of the cabinet, as well as the intrepidity Which tiumpus 


In the operations of the field, are alike the objects of inquiry. | 


The numerous and exemplary catalogue of Patriots, whoſe fortitude, inteority, 


and wiſdom, the annals of our ow country have recorded; and the memoravle and“ 


for treedom which has diſtinguiſhed this nation in times of extremity ; recommend 
very much ſuch a wor x at the preſcnt juncture. To imprets on the age the dinn- 
tereſted virtues of our great progenitors, is a debt we owe their memories; they 


deſerve our praiſe at leaſt, though we may be too degenerate to riſe to imitation, | 


Thus far the authors have indulged the warmth of their feelings, in ſpeaking on 
a ject to which it were a diſgraceto be indifferent. They have been long employed 


in {orming the plan ; and, willing to do it all the juſtice in their power, they hare 
Jointly engaged in the execution. The whole of the copy is now prepared tor the 

preſs, wu will be compriſed in Four Volumes Octavo; which were firſt deſigned to 
have been publithed complete at once: but the conductors, being willing to ſollicit 


the ſepport and allilance of every learned, and ingenious man, who wiſhes well to 

the Caulr of liberty, and the happineſs ot mankind, ha'e choſen to make this 
. . 7 . 0 . , - yo - 

public weekly, in hopes of enriching their own labours by. caſual aſſiſtance, and 


me ex «ſive information; which ſhall be carefully blended with the Manu- 
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If a man wiſhes to entertain a favourable opinion of human nature, let him not ac. 
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